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for lie had often officiated there for my grandfather. FrommeFs
exquisitely humorous writings and his delightful poems are
a valuable possession of the German youth.

1 shall have to speak of the Court Chaplain, Heym, in the
course of the history of my own youth.

*         *           *

If I can now only briefly mention the Ladles and Gentlemen-
in~waitings I must put the Minister of the Royal Household,
von Schleinitz? at the top of the list. The Minister of the
Household was an old diplomat of the Rococo period* amusing
and witty, who knew just how to charm people. My grand-
parents liked him extremely, and maintained, from old times,
a sincere trust in him. My parents often drove there after
dinner and sometimes took me with them; for Frau Marie
von Schleinltz, usually called " Mimi," was an Intimate friend
of my mother's. She was a literary, highly-cultured and
uncommonly Intelligent woman ; literature, art and politics,
and above all an enthusiastic Wagner cult were all encouraged
in the famous ee Salon Schleinitz " at number 73, Wilhelm-
strasse. Upon my mother's recommendation, as an officer
I often went to the " Salon >? on Sundays, and always enjoyed
the original atmosphere.

1 only had the opportunity of seeing the Lord Chamberlain,
Count Perponcher, at the Courts and on festal occasions;
he managed his office with the finished grace of a lord
chamberlain of the ancien regime. Of the Ladies-in-waiting
I greatly admired Countess Oriola, an intelligent lady, with a
little dainty figure, in whose veins flowed unmistakable
Portuguese blood, but who had become a true Prussian. She
took me, In her kindness of heart, under her wing as 1 trod the
slippery parquet of the Court, and so assured herself of my
grateful remembrance. On the other hand, people were of one
mind about another Lady-in-waiting who, in spite of her
faithful attachment to her Empress, did not really belong to a
Court. Her nickname was very significant, for she bore the
title of " the little Prussian hook/'

And with the little Prussian hook, this procession of historical
characters at the Court of Emperor William 1 must now close*